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Judge rules Biden era
ATF frame and receiver
rule unconstitutional

BELLEVUE, Wash. — Aug. 18,

2026 — A judge in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Northern Dis-
trict of Texas has ruled in favor
of the Second Amendment Foun-
dation (SAF) and Defense Dis-
tributed in Defense Distributed v.
Blanche (formerly VanDerStok
v. Bondi), holding the ATF’s
“Frame or Receiver” Rule,
which expanded the definition of
a “firearm,” unconstitutional on
both Second Amendment and
due process grounds.

In April 2022, under the Biden
administration, the ATF pub-
lished its Rule amending the reg-
ulatory definition of “firearm” to
encompass partially manufac-
tured firecarm frames and receiv-
ers. In seeking to regulate these
“non-firearm objects” the ATF’s
Rule impermissibly infringed on
the Second Amendment’s protec-
tion of the right to personally
manufacture and gunsmith fire-
arms, as well as establishing a
convoluted and opaque set of
non-exclusive “factors” that in-
formed when an inert piece of
raw material became a “fircarm”
under federal law. The court de-
clared the rule unconstitutional
as applied to all SAF members
and issued a permanent injunc-
tion protecting Defense Distrib-
uted and current and future
Second Amendment Foundation
members as it relates to the spe-
cific gun kits involved in the
case. SAF and its partners filed
for a motion summary judgment
in April of this year, which today,
the Court granted.

As the judge stated in the opin-
ion, “The decision of when a
hunk of metal or plastic ‘may
readily be completed, assembled,
restored, or otherwise converted
to function as a frame or re-
ceiver’ is left to the subjective
determination of the ATF and
does not provide fair notice to

“This rule was such a mess|
that it not only violated the
Second Amendment but
was so terribly drafted thaf
it managed to be ruled un-
constitutionally vague,’
said SAF Executive Direc-
tor Adam Kraut. “The
Court rightly held that the|
Biden ATF s rule not only
sought to outright prohibit
Second Amendment pro-
tected conduct but was
written in such a vague
and vaporous manner as to|
chill that protected con-
duct by making it impos-
sible to even know what
was legal and what was-
nt”

the reader about when a compo-
nent becomes subject to enforce-
ment.”

“It was obvious from the outset
that the Biden ATF’s definition of
a ‘firearm’ was intentionally
vague and provided no clear
guidance to the average law-
abiding American as to what was
actually legal,” said SAF founder
and Executive Vice President
Alan M. Gottlieb. “As it stood
previously, the updated defini-
tion, in essence, made a law-
abiding citizen a criminal for
nothing more than owning a
piece of plastic that could be con-
verted into a firearm. That isn’t
how it works. Congress set the
definition and the ATF can’t uni-
laterally trump up a revised ver-
sion to suit their political agenda.
The ruling also affirms that you
are indeed allowed make fire-
arms in your own home without
fear of prosecution.”

For more information visit
SAF.org.

Memphian Petty Officer 3rd
Class Alexander Aguilar

Santiago defends America
from sports-Military 2

precise delivery of missiles. The
Columbia-class ballistic-missile
submarines will be the largest,
most capable and most advanced
submarine produced by the U.S.,
replacing the current Ohio-class
ballistic-missile submarines to
ensure continuous sea-based
strategic deterrence into the
2080s.

Guided-missile submarines pro-
vide the Navy with unprece-
dented strike and special
operation mission capabilities
from a stealthy, clandestine plat-
form. Each guided-missile sub-
marine is capable of carrying 154
Tomahawk cruise missiles, plus
a complement of heavyweight
torpedoes to be fired through
four torpedo tubes.

Strategic deterrence is the na-
tion’s ultimate insurance pro-
gram, according to Navy
officials. As a member of the
submarine force, Aguilar Santi-
ago is part of a rich 126-year his-
tory of the U.S. Navy’s most
versatile weapons platform, ca-
pable of taking the fight to the
enemy in the defense of America
and its allies.

The Pacific Submarine Force
provides strategic deterrence,
anti-submarine warfare, anti-sur-
face warfare, precision land
strike, intelligence, surveillance,
reconnaissance, early warning
and special warfare capabilities
around the globe.

With 90% of global commerce
traveling by sea and access to the
internet relying on the security of
undersea fiber-optic cables, Navy
officials continue to emphasize
that the prosperity of the United
States is directly linked to re-
cruiting and retaining talented
people from across the rich fabric
of America.

Aguilar Santiago has many op-

“I want to thank my family
for being supportive,’
Aguilar Santiago said.

“Anytime I call them, the))
always ask if I need any-|
thing.”
portunities to achieve accom-
plishments during military serv-
ice.

“I’'m working toward getting my
‘Fish’ (Submarine Warfare Pin),”
Aguilar Santiago said. “It’s so |
can help out my buddies on the
boat in an emergency instead of
standing around. It’s good to
know what to do in case of an
emergency.”

Aguilar Santiago serves a Navy
that operates far forward, around
the world and around the clock,
promoting the nation’s prosperity
and security.

“For me, serving in the Navy is
just helping out the country, but
it’s also setting an example for
everyone I’ve met,” Aguilar San-
tiago said. “It shows there are
good things you can do to help
the community.”

Aguilar Santiago is grateful to
others for helping make a Navy
career possible.

“I want to thank my family for
being supportive,” Aguilar Santi-
ago said. “Anytime I call them,
they always ask if I need any-
thing.”

This year, the Navy is commem-
orating its contribution to the na-
tion’s defense as the United
States celebrates 250 years of in-
dependence. According to Navy
officials, for more than 250
years, the Navy has sailed the
globe defending freedom and
protecting prosperity. For more
information, visit:
https://www.navy.mil/navy-250/
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August 12, 2026 - In continu-
ation of their banner year, be-
loved indie/rock group The
Brook & The Bluff have an-
nounced a new EP titled Look-
out Pond will release on
September 25th through Dual-
tone Records. Comprised of five
brand new songs, along with a re-
imagined version of “Moving
Along,” Lookout Pond finds the
Nashville-based quartet reuniting
with acclaimed producer Micah
Tawlks (Hayley Williams, Mat
Kearney), who also produced
their latest full-length Werewolf.
They also shared the lead single
from the EP titled “It Can’t Be,”
a driving, piano-drenched sing-a-
long “about the first fall,” de-
scribed the band. “When you
really start to love a person and
you feel like you are floating
through the air and the only thing
that can touch you is the breeze.”
Listen To “It Can’t Be”

After a packed spring headline
tour, plus festival appearances at
Hinterland and more, The Brook
& The Bluff will jump back on
the road this fall for a new round
of US headline dates, true to their
roadwarrior spirit. Kicking off at
the top of October, the route in-
cludes stops in Alabama, Knox-
ville, Savannah, Pittsburgh,
Cleveland, Cincinnati, St. Louis,
New Orleans, and Florida among
many others. The band will also
appear at this year’s Americana-
Fest in September, which will in-
clude a performance at
Dualtone’s 25th Anniversary
Bash at The Basement East on
September 17th. For the full list
of dates, see below or visit the
band’s website.

Lookout Pond arrives on the
heels of their critically acclaimed
full-length album Werewolf, re-
leased earlier this year through
Dualtone Records. Heavily in-
spired by the band's blistering
live show, Werewolf is both
energizing and electrifying — a
transformative record shaped by
the sharp songwriting and
stacked vocal arrangements that
have always been hallmarks of
the band's catalog, fueled by re-

The Brook & The Bluff
release new EP ‘Lookout

_.fu ) Pond’ on September 25th

Nashville-based The Brook & The Bluff fish at what could be “Lookout Pond” or you can
wait for the “Lookout Pond” EP set to be released on September 25th. (Photo Credit: Noah

Tidmore)

discovery, amplification, and a
decade's worth of brotherhood.
Relix hailed it as an “infectious
blend of indie-folk, soul and
rock” while MAGNET called it
“soul-inflected, harmony-rich
folk/rock,” Atwood raved “fun,
radiant, and irresistibly spirited,”
and The Tennessean stated
"[Their] most rock-forward,
high-voltage work yet. Through
buoyant four-part harmonies and
bright melodies, the band cap-
tures shadowy times,” among
many other praises.
Tour Dates:

08/24 - Kansas City, MO @ Star-
light Theatre*

08/26 - Indianapolis, IN @ Ever-
wise Amphitheater at White
River State Park*

10/01 - Greenville, SC @ The
Foundry

10/02 - Opelika, AL @ John Em-
erald Distilling Company

10/03 - Huntsville, AL @ Mars
Music Hall

10/05 - Chattanooga, TN @ The

Signal

10/06 - Knoxville, TN @ The
Mill & Mine

10/07 - Athens, GA @ Georgia
Theatre

10/08 - Asheville, NC @ The Or-
ange Peel

10/10 - Wilmington, NC @
Bowstring

10/11 - Columbia, SC @ The
Senate

10/13 - Savannah, GA @ Victory
North

10/15 - Pittsburgh, PA @ Thun-
derbird Cafe & Music Hall
10/16 - Richmond, VA @ The
Broadberry

10/17 - Saxapahaw, NC (@ Haw
River Ballroom

10/19 - Cleveland, OH @ House
of Blues

10/20 - Grand Rapids, MI @ The
Stache

10/22 - Bloomington, IN @ The
Bluebird

10/23 - Lexington, KY @ Man-
chester Music Hall

10/24 - Cincinnati, OH @ Bo-
gart’s

10/25 - Columbus, OH @ A&R
Music Hall

10/28 - Madison, WI @ Majestic
Theatre

10/29 - St. Louis, MO @ Delmar
Hall

10/31 - Fayetteville, AR @
Ozark Music Hall

11/01 - Little Rock, AR @ The
Hall

11/03 - New Orleans, LA @
Gasa Gasa

11/04 - Mobile, AL @ Soul
Kitchen Music Hall

11/06 - Gainesville, FL (@ Heart-
wood Soundstage

11/07 - Orlando, FL @ The So-
cial

11/08 - St. Petersburg, FL @ Jan-
nus Live

11/10 - Fort Lauderdale, FL @
Culture Room

* supporting CAAMP
The Brook & The Bluff

Website - Facebook - X - Insta-
gram - TikTok - YouTube

College championship presented by Bass Pro
Shop heads to Leech Lake; Weather to
determine winner ... from sports page 3

you might have to do both. It is
going to take an angler who is
ready to do anything to win this
tournament.”

The Leech Lake Area Chamber
of Commerce is hosting this
event.

2026 Bassmaster College Series
Title Sponsor: Strike King

2026 Bassmaster College Series
Presenting Sponsor: Bass Pro
Shops

2026 Bassmaster College Series
Platinum Sponsor: Progressive,
Toyota

2026 Bassmaster College Series
Premier Sponsors: Bass Pro
Shops, Humminbird, Mercury,
Minn Kota, Nitro Boats, Ranger
Boats, Rapala, Skeeter Boats,
Yamaha

2026 Bassmaster College Series
Supporting Sponsors: AFTCO,
Daiwa, Lew's, Lowrance, Phoe-
nix Boats, VMC, Yokohama
2026 Bassmaster College Series
Youth Sponsors: Seaguar

About B.A.S.S.

B.A.S.S., which encompasses the
Bassmaster tournament leagues,
events and media platforms, is
the worldwide authority on bass
fishing and keeper of the culture
of the sport, providing cutting-
edge content on bass fishing
whenever, wherever and ho-
wever bass fishing fans want to
use it. Headquartered in Birming-
ham, Ala., the organization’s
fully integrated media platforms
include the industry’s leading

magazines (Bassmaster and
B.A.S.S. Times), website (Bass-
master.com), TV show, radio
show, social media programs and
events. For more than 50 years,
B.A.S.S. has been dedicated to
access, conservation and youth
fishing.

The Bassmaster Tournament
Trail includes the most presti-
gious events at each level of
competition, including the Pro-
gressive Bassmaster Elite Series,
Turtlebox Bassmaster Opens
Series presented by Battery
Tender, Nitro Boats Bassmaster
Elite Qualifiers Series presented
by Bass Pro Shops, Mercury
B.A.S.S. Nation Qualifier Series
presented by Lowrance, Strike

King Bassmaster College Series
presented by Bass Pro Shops,
Strike King Bassmaster High
School Series, Tackle Warehouse
Bassmaster Junior Series, TNT
Fireworks Bassmaster Team
Championship, Newport Bass-
master Kayak Series presented
by Native Watercraft, Bassmaster
College Kayak Series, Yamaha
Bassmaster Redfish Cup Cham-
pionship presented by Skeeter
and the ultimate celebration of
competitive fishing, the Bass Pro
Shops Bassmaster Classic pre-
sented by Under Armour.

Connect with #Bassmaster on
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
TikTok.

Coach Smart announces men’s golf schedule

from sports page 1

Knoxville, Tenn.)

Sept. 14-15: Bearcat Invitational
(Host: Cincinnati / Cincinnati,
Ohio)

Oct. 5-6: Cullen Brown Invita-
tional (Host: Kentucky / Lexing-
ton, Ky.)

Oct. 18-19: Quail Valley Colle-
giate (Host: South Florida / Vero
Beach, Fla.)

Oct. 31-Nov. 1: Steelwood Col-
legiate Invitational (Host: South

Alabama / Loxley, Ala.)

Feb. 1-2: N.I.T. (Host: Arizona /
Tucson, Ariz.)

Feb. 15-16: Hal Williams Colle-
giate (Host: South Alabama /
Mobile, Ala.)

March 7-8: Colleton River Col-
legiate (Host: Michigan State /
Bluffton, S.C.)

March 15-16: The Johnnie-O @
Sea Island (Host: Rutgers / St. Si-
mons Island, Ga.)

April 5-6: Memphis Intercolle-

giate: Spirited by Old Dominick
(Host: Memphis / Memphis,
Tenn.)

April 12-13: Mossy Oak Colle-
giate (Host: Mississippi State /
West Point, Miss.)

April 25-27: American Confer-
ence Championship (Sarasota,
Fla.)

May 17-19: NCAA Regionals
(TBD)

May 28-June 2: NCAA Cham-
pionships (Carlsbad, Calif.)

For complete information on
Memphis Tigers Golf, visit
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media
channels on Twitter, Instagram
and Facebook.

Email entertainment and
sports news to
MSTsports@prodigy.net




